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World of Childhood

Fight spends

an important
part of energy
and relieves
the suppression
that the child
cannot reveal
due to his fear
or shame

@ Experts in
psychiatry
assure kids’
fight and
quarrel
are normal
especially
between
brothers

logic, how to hold to their rights and do
not neglect them and how to respect their
ownership and the ownership others. The
primary motivation for learning all these
skills is the difference with others.
Accepting defeat
According to Dr. Shehata, fight
pushes brothers to have different
feelings that would stay unknown
without dispute followed by conflict,
resorting to the elder and reconciling
S0 one can experience victory, accept
defeat, or feel that sometimes he
is right sometimes not. The child
experiences how he feels by saying
the truth, knows the difficulty of
implementing it unless he is strong,
how he feels injustice and inequity if
his opponent didn’t say the truth what
makes him honest and lets him avoid
lying. Moreover, he might learn to
avoid accusing the other falsely and to
say the truth to get God’s satisfaction
and people’s indignation rather than lie
to get people’s satisfaction and God’s
indignation. The child learns also
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that false speech is a crime leading
to injustice toward the innocent who
will suffer and he will thus understand
why the Prophet — peace be upon him
— emphasized on avoiding false speech
and might recognize the importance
of giving and receiving in a way to
guarantee his right and the right of
others.
Reasons for fight

There are various reasons for kids’
fight, some related to parents and others
to the child himself, his health, the
circumstances, the place or proprieties,
and according to Dr. Khalid Abdul
Razek professor of child psychology the
speed of anger and fight is sometimes
related to an imbalance in the thyroid
or to increased physical energy for
any reason whatsoever. Furthermore,
Fatigue, chronic constipation, insomnia
and malnutrition are reasons for kids’
nervousness leading to revolution,
anger and violence.

There are psychological reasons for
kids’ fight, for example when a child

feels persecuted or prejudiced, and
this feeling might be caused by one
of the parents or both of them when
preferring a child over the others or
giving him an advantage, whether
physical or moral, that others do not
enjoy. This feeling leads to kids’ fight
with the preferred child in a tentative
to obtain their rights by force, to
revolt against adults’ rules which let
them feel prejudiced or oppressed,
to competition in order to win the
sympathy of the father or mother or
to one party expressing fear of losing
love.
Negative emotions

Negative emotions might
be intensified by several factors
including parents’ culture, the wrong
method they use to settle the dispute
between brothers, the close age of
children making them interact as
twins, the wrong pedagogic methods
of parents, the differences in reward
and punishment criteria and the fact
of spoiling one child or protecting
him intensively. Moreover, jealousy
between brothers due to difference
in appearance, educational level,
intelligence, agility, fluency, social
charisma and people’s love is a reason
for negative emotions. Imitating
violence scenes children see on TV
or cartoon heroes leads to kids’ fight.
Furthermore, when a newborn baby
comes to the family, the child feels
that his throne is threatened and his
need to feel security, warmth and
acceptance increases. When children
are compared to each other, whether
brothers or not, especially when
the comparison is unfair, the child
hates the person to whom he is being
compared and becomes averse toward
adults who compared him unfairly.
This hater and aversion create almost
continuous fight with those children
because he thinks they are better than
him and wants to prove he is the best
and the strongest.

Stubbornness and selfishness

Stubbornness and  selfishness
of one child which are manifested
by his envy to control others and
possess their own things and by the
contradiction between his desires
and his brothers’ ones in terms of
changing TV channels, using certain
tools or sitting in a specific place are a
continuous catalyst for fight.

Some children might sometimes
engage in fights in order to grab the
attention of adults and parents. In
fact, some children are sometimes

neglected when parents think they
became grownups or because they
were trained to be independent in a
wrong way what pushes them to be
engaged in fights. The child might also
feel oppressed, bored, frustrated, tired
or sad without knowing the cause of
these painful feelings.

Some children love to be distinct
in front of their parents and adults
especially if the later were the kind
of persons who differentiate between
male and female, between the elder
and the youngest or between the
cute and the serious. Sometimes
adults encourage the child to fight by
praising him and considering him a
man when fighting with others. They
might also encourage him to use
provocative methods and silly ironic
expressions. This act from the child
and the distinction of adults leads to
altercations then to fight. There are
also children who use the high voice
and physical violence to prove their
manhood and impose their respect,

because some consider that high voice

and roughness are signs of manhood.

Fight will be almost continuous in case

there was no one to stop them.
Parents fight

Dr. Khaled assures that dispute
between parents especially if one of
them attacked the other, made fun of
him, accused him, humiliated him and
used physical force, pushes children to
use similar violence, words and acts. He
advises parents not to resort to violence
in order to put an end to these fights
or describe the angry child as hateful,
selfish and unsuccessful.

He also says that it is wrong to
expect from children to act as adults
because children’s psychology is
different from adults’ one. They must
resort to the orientation method and
not to orders. They also have to get
rid of their nervousness and revolt for
silly things in front of children. Parents
have to control themselves as much as
possible and to avoid criticizing their
children. ¢



World of Childhood

Adpvice for parents

Let your children get

A phenomenon that helps them understand and learn fight ethics and express

their own ideas and feelings

Kids become permanent and guaranteed friends and companions to play and practice their hobbies. How-
ever, things do not always go smoothly and positively. In fact, whenever kids meet in a same place using the
same tools and having same parents, their interests and points of view become incompatible leading to anger,
fight and conflict.

Experts in psychiatry assure kids’ fight and quarrel
are normal especially between brothers because the elder
brother tries often to control his brothers what causes a
fight. Moreover, boys try to control girls and intelligent
kids try to diminish unsuccessful ones what leads to a fight
between them. Kids might make fun of each other regarding
the hair color, foot form, nose or height what leads to a
fight and some studies indicate that anger symptoms and
desire to fight disappear over time with kids growing older.
However, if symptoms persist after the age of five they turn
into a behavioral problem and indicate poor adaptation and
nervousness leading to fights on silly things accompanied
with yelling and maybe beating.
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Anger, a normal emotion

Dr. Shehata Mahrous, professor of psychology agrees
with experts and confirms that the phenomenon of kids’
fight is normal and has some pros. Anger is a normal
emotion but the manner of expression varies between
people since it is possible to disagree with a person we love
and remain on good terms with him. Therefore, parents
should not try to prevent the fight between their sons,
because it will not stop, but they should teach them how
to use words and dialogue while expressing anger, and not
to resort to slanders, insults, accusations, irony, violence
or beating. In short, child has to learn to avoid verbal and
physical violence, and the more the child acquires the skills

of effective discussion with his brothers
and learn how to defend his point of
view or a case he adopts, the more his
personality will be built up, he will have
confidence in himself and will acquire
thus successful dialogue skills.

This phenomenon is a sign of
normal growth and interaction between
children, and it is normal that kids’ fights
at the age of three and up are less than
at the age of seven and up. Fight at this
stage will also be less intensive than at
the age of twelve and up. Children’s
fights intensify thus with age and get to
the highest level at the stage of unrest
and problems with the beginning of
adolescence and for a year or two later
at most and then the curve goes down
again. With adolescents growing older
their way to settle disputes turns from the
use of hands and legs and the exercise of
physical violence to verbal altercations
and logical discussions. The logic used
in these discussions will sometimes be
erroneous, but the important thing is
that these fights will ease gradually with
age until children learn how to resolve
conflicts by peaceful means.

What goes on inside a child’s mind

Dr. Shehata Mahrous highlights the
fact that kids’ fight can help parents
understanding what is going on inside
the child’s mind, since fight reflects his
missing needs, indicates his negative
feelings toward others of his family
members, refers to the emotions
troubling him, explains some of his
concerns, shows types of objections
towards how adults treat him, or
explains part of the problems with his
family. Fight spends an important part of
energy and relieves the suppression that
the child cannot reveal due to his fear
or shame. That’s why the child relieves
his suppression by insulting, beating or
kicking his brothers instead of orienting
it in the right direction towards parents
or one of the adults in general. The
dispute purpose here is like a fantastic
game, but fights turn into actual violence
since both reduce the psychological
tension of the child and express his
conflicts or what helps him relieve his
suppression so he doesn’t have to use
other unhealthy ways.

Fights may also indicate the child’s
nervousness inherited from one of his
parent or both, or even gained from
the way parents deal with their kids.
The child imitates his parents’ way but
directs nervousness toward his brothers,
and in both cases the child is not
responsible for the temper nor inherited
nor gained from the environment where

@ Kids’ fight is a sign of
normal growth and
interaction between
them

@ Fatigue, chronic
constipation,
insomnia and
malnutrition are
reasons for kids
nervousness

he grew up. In fact, the child hears
adults and sees them day and night
expressing their anger intensively and
violently, so the responsibility lies here
on those who cannot control themselves
when expressing their anger in an
unacceptable manner. The child’s fight
and nervousness shall thus hold the
attention of adults so they can deal with
him correctly in order to treat the way
he expresses negative emotions toward
others.
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Wrong pedagogic methods

Dr. Shehata says that fights may
indicate a latent aggressiveness of the
child, resulting from adults’ wrong
pedagogic methods what led to a feeling
of injustice, persecution, oppression,
neglect, refusal or suffering from cruelty.
In order to get rid of these bad feelings,
the child needs a specialized treatment
or appropriate attention from adults,
because nothing causes discomfort to
the child and increases the suffering
as feeling less than others, ignored,
neglected or unwanted, what makes
him annoying and causing suffering for
the whole family in an effort to draw
attention or in hope of acceptance or
desire for revenge.

Moreover, fight plays an important
role in the development of the child’s
personality, making him learn how to
express his thoughts and feelings, as
he learns how to negotiate successfully
what helps children harmonize with
each other. Children also acquire
language skills when forced to avoid
verbal and physical violence and learn
how to defend themselves with a sober
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Reportage

Bab Zuweila was

one of the largest
in the world.
Historians say
they’ve never
seen a more
prestigious gate
in many other
countries they
visited

minarets on top of the towers, which
added a distinctive esthetic feature
specific to that gate.

Royal Processions

The floor at Bab Al Zuweila
gate was originally covered with a
shiny slippery layer of granite, to
hinder enemy horses if this side of
Cairo is attacked. However Sultan
Mohammad Al Ayyoubi ordered the
removal of this layer after his horse
slipped on it and knocked him off his
back.

At the gate entrance is a balcony
used by musicians to announce royal
processions. The Mamluk sultans and
princes used the gate to watch the
celebrations of the carriage made by
the Egyptians to carry the cover of the
holy Kaaba to be sent to Maccah Al
Mukarrama.

Bab Al Futuh Gate

It lies at the northern end of Al
Muezz Street next to the Al Hakim
Bi Amrillah Mosque, and is made of
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two semi-circular towers, flanked by
two large openings holding decorative
ornaments. It has a huge arched door
between the two towers with sculpted
rims.

The gate has two huge wood
shutters reinforced with metal sheets
fixed with protuberant nails. Above the
entrance is a prominent arched stone
frame with loops exposing potential
attackers, which allows targeting them
with arrows, spears, acids, melting
metals, or boiling oil.

Arrow Loops

The gate is equipped with two
defense chambers, each holding 4
arrow loops on its sides with a second
open level with monitoring slots.

The Bab Al Futuh (invasions) gate
was connected to Bab Annasr (victory)
gate with a wall that included many
passages. It is said that it was given this
name of Maghreban origins as traders
from that region entered through it
to the city, while other say that the
reason was that it was the main gate
from which military forces going for
campaigns outside the country used.

Bab Annasr Gate

Bab Annasr gate is one of the most
valuable remaining military buildings
from Islamic Egypt times. The fagade
is composed of two towers with a
rectangular base, on which shapes
of war material such as swords and
shields, are carved. In the middle
stands an arched entrance with a
rectangular opening 6,5m high and
4,7m wide.

The gate is framed with a hanging
open arch with carvings in the shape
of shields and swords underneath. The
entrance door is made of two wooden
shutters fortified with metal sheets
fixed with protruding nails. The gate
opening is topped with two plates, on
one of which the Islamic “Shahada”
is carved in Kufi script “There is No
God but Allah, and Mohammad is
His Prophet”, followed by the gate’s
inauguration text.

Islamic Egypt

Above the two towers lie two
chambers that can be reached through
a ladder behind the left tower, covered
by a stone vault considered as the
first of its kind in Egypt’s Islamic
architecture. The chambers have arrow
loops, monitoring slits, and aeration
holes. During the French campaign
many changes were made to the Bab
Annasr gate, such as enlarging the
arrow loops to use them for shooting
canons.

Behind the chambers lies a platform
that is the roof of the gate entrance,
which is also a place for operations and
defense equipped with arrow loops. In
the back of this space are two deep
openings to fix the catapult above the
gate to throw rocks and arrows and
anything that can be hurled, such as
fireballs and other projectiles.

The Bygone Gates

Throughout the different historic
rules and eras that took turns in Egypt,
Cairo’s gates have withered away,
leaving only three as we mentioned.
These gates still form a valuable
historic heritage in the collective
memory of Egyptians, especially
those familiar with Cairo and its
surroundings.

Among the bygone gates is Bab
Al Qarateen gate next to which was a
livestock market, where the “qarateen”,
or clover sellers, sat. This gate was later
known as Bab Al Mahruk (burnt) after
around 700 Mamluks, having learnt of
the death of their prince “Aktay” by
the end of 1245 AD, tried to escape
through it but found it locked, so they
set it on fire to flee.

Above the Gulf

The Bab Al Qantara (arch) gate got
its name after commander Jawhar Al
Siqilli built an arch in that location that
overviews a gulf'that existed during that
period and vanished later with time.

The Bab Al Saadah gate was
named after Caliph Al Muizz Li
Dinillah’s young servant Saadah Bin
Hayyan who came from the Maghreb
after Cairo was built, and Jawhar Al
Siqilli left the city to meet him then
brought him in from this gate.

Bab Al Gharib Gate

The Bab Al Barqiyyah gate was
built by Al Siqilli in 359 Hijri within
Cairo’s first wall, and was known
then by the Bab Al Gharib name.
It was completely destroyed in
1936, and replaced by the Al Azhar
Mosque. Al Magqrizi tells that it was
called Al Barqiyyah because it led to
the Califs palaces and their views and
allowed a glimpse of their feats and
what they became later. There is also
a second Al Barqiyyeh gate built by
Salaheddin Al Ayyoubi in 569 Hijri
in Cairo’s eastern wall overlooking
the eastern desert expanding the city.

Bab Al Luq gate

Some of these gates were moved
or new ones were opened with new
names, many of which are still used
until now. Among these is the Bab Al
Luq gate which gave its name to one of

Bab Al Azab
witnessed
the infamous
Qalaa
massacre,
and in Bab Al
Luq camels
used to rest

@ Gate names
are still
used as
area names,
although
many of the
actual gates
have been
destroyed
hundreds of
years ago

the most famous squares in downtown
Cairo. In the past it was a place where
camels sat to rest, so it was dubbed
called Bab Al Nuq (camels) gate,
which transformed later to Al Lugq.
Al Qalaa (castle) Massacre

The Bab Al Azab gate which is the
main entrance to the castle, was built by
the Mamluk prince “Redvan Kehia™: it
is very tight and sloped, and part of it
is carved into solid rock. Around this
gate, the infamous Qalaa massacre
took place: Mohammad Ali Pasha
invited Mamluk leaders to dinner,
with the intention to get rid of them
to take over the rule. He also had been
informed of a suspicious exchange
of messages between the Mamluks
in Cairo and their counterparts in
Upper Egypt. Therefore he prepared
a prestigious celebration at the castle,
inviting more than 450 of the most
prominent Mamluk statesmen, princes
and prominent personalities. They
were received with many honors; but
at the end of the feast they set out
to leave through Al Azab gate, only
to find it closing suddenly on them.
The Wali’s soldiers attacked them
viciously, spreading chaos among
them, and those who weren’t killed
immediately were chased and slain like
sheep. Only one managed to escape by
jumping over the castle walls and fled
to Damascus.

Fam Al Khaleej (mouth of the gulf)

Bab Al Khalq gate was built in 1241
AD, during the rule of King Al Saleh
Najmeddin Ayyoub. The story goes that
the Al Khaleej Al Masry street know
today as “Fam Al Kahleej” was in the
past a waterway from which water was
lifted to the mountain castle. Beside the
gulf was a wall with a large opening
allowing people to enter and exit called
“Al Kharq”, meaning the opening.
However, the name wasn’t very likeable,
which led the organizational department
during the rule of Khedive Ismail to
change the word into Al Khalq, which
was given to the entire area and the
square.

Bab Al Wazir Gate

The Bab Al Shaariyyah gate was
named after its proximity to the Sheikh
Al Shaarani mosque and property. Even
though the mosque and property are still
there today, the gate has withered away,
leaving only its name to the area it was
once part of, considered one of the most
popular areas in Egypt.

Bab Al Wazir gate was one of the
gates on the eastern Cairo wall, built by
Salaheddin Al Ayyoubi, and lies between
the Bab Al Mahruk/Bab Al Qarateen
gates and the mountain castle. It got its
name after it was inaugurated by Minister
Najmeddine Mohammad Qalawoon
in 1341 AD, and is still known by that
name today. ¢
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A memory for generations

Cairo’s Gates...auardians of History

They were a means to defend the city as well as passages for
processions and celebrations.Today only three of them are left

f i

Reportage

Cairo: Sharif Abdul Moneim

When Cairo was built it was modeled as many cities in the Middle Ages, circled with gated walls. Each
gate left specific memories in history pages as they are considered a very particular cultural heritage due
to their role in protecting the integrity of the state in the past, and their present importance as unique
remaining ruins.
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Since Cairo was built it was
surrounded with a huge wall built by
Jawhar Al Siqilli, commander of the
army of Fatimid Caliph, Al Muizz
Lidinillah. Historic references mention
that the wall didn’t last longer than 80
years; it was destroyed during the rule
of the Caliph Al Muntasir Billah, and
Prince Badr Al Jamali built a new one
in 480 Hijri/1087 AD, parallel to the
old one which was dubbed Cairo’s
northern wall, after the expansion of
the city.

Cairo had 8 gates: Bab Zuweila,
Bab Al Faraj southwards, Bab Al Futuh
and Bab Annasr northwards, Bab
Al Qarateen and Bab Al Barqiyyah
eastwards, and Bab Saadah and Bab
Al Qantarah westwards. The gates
had many functions, most importantly
protecting the city from enemies,
announcing incoming convoys, and
managing the movement of traders
and merchandise into and out of the
city. Due to the passage of time and
the elements, only three gates remain:
Bab Zuwaila, Bab Al Futuh and Bab
Annasr.

The Northern Wall

Cairo’s northern wall was built
with brick pulp while its gates were
made of stone. Its remaining section is
the one between Bab Al Nasr and Bab
Al Futuh gates. The wall is divided
into two sectors: the first is 30 m long
and spreads to the left of Bab Al Nasr
gate southwards where it meets the
edge of the Salaheddine Al Ayyoubi
wall. It includes a rectangular tower
of two levels linked with a spiraling
stairway, each holding a defensive
chamber with loops to shoot arrows.
This tower is directly connected to the
two towers of Bab Al Nasr gate and its
defense chambers.

The second sector spreads between
the Bab Al Nasr and Bab Al Futuh
gates. The architectural structure of
the two gates integrates an internal
passage linking them with a ladder
from the top of the wall to the passage.

Defense mechanisms in this wall
were not only towers. It had arrow
loops spread all along, while semi
circular niches which represent
beautiful features in the wall, provided
protection to guards while shooting
arrows.

Bab Zuweila Gate

At the southward end of the Al
Muizz Lidinillah street stands one
of the three remaining gates, Bab
Zuwaila which was restored and open
to the public. It was one of the largest

@ Each gate (“bab”
in Arabic) has a
story and myths
still transmitted by
people today

gates in the world, and historians say
they’ve never seen a more prestigious
gate in many other countries they
visited.

The gate was named after the
“Zuweila” tribe of Maghreban origins,
which settled near the gate. It was
also known as Bab Metwalli gate,
after a man known as “the honorable
Metwalli Qotob” who lived near the
gate and was a subject of many stories
people shared. It is also said that the
Metwalli name was that of the tax
officer who sat near the gate.

Al Ghuri Dome

Egyptian historian Al Magqrizi
noted that in the 15th century AD
the importance of Bab Al Zuweila
gate lies in the fact that it was used
to hang the heads of people who get
executed. The most famous of those
is the prince of the Mamluks “Tuman
Bey”, who was hung by orders of the
sultan Salim Ist after the Ottomans
invaded Egypt in 1517. His head was
hung on the gate for three days before
his body was buried in the Al Ghuri
dome several meters away from Bav
Al Zuweila gate.

The Sultan Al Muayyid

The Bab Al Zuweila gate is made
of semi circular towers to which the
Sultan al Muayyid applied some
amendments after he built a mosque
called after him next to the gate in
the 15th century AD. He also built

SAUDI COUNCIL OF ENGINEERS.
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@ Huge efforts Thurgiiri Streeﬁ ashthi: centerfotilold
. Riya iven that the layout of alleys
brmg back past lac}Ics S}igmrnetry. Furthez*,more, if v%f]e
glOI‘y to the souq set aside the fact that the central ring
gathers naturally transportation lines,
the main street (now Al Thumairi)
connects, through a straight line, Al
Thumairi Gate to the Palace. It crosses
at this point the market in direction to
Al Badiia Gate from where a street
branches out at the right corner of the
western end, leading to the Al Thahira
Gate.
The “High Commission for the
Development of Arriyadh” initiated a
big project to renovate the Governance
Palace area where Al Thumairi Street
is situated. This initiative aimed at
reviving the Capital center in order
to underpin its role as a political,
administrative =~ and  commercial
nucleus. Works undertaken so far
included the reconstruction of the two
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city gates - Al Thumairi and Al Dukhna
— and Al Deera Tower in addition to
small parts of the old wall.
The Al Dukhna gate was rebuilt at its
previous site at the intersection of Imam
Mohammed bin Abdulwahab and
Tareq bin Ziad Streets. Furthermore,
the tower near the gate was rebuilt as
well as a part of the wall.
Suwaiqa Commercial Compound
was also designed in the shape of
a Souq with pillars and passages
covered with tents. The compound
contains 260 commercial stores at
the eastern side. A section of the
old city wall was retraced in line
with the street using stones, which
colors came in contrast with the
asphalt shade in the parts that were
impossible to be rebuilt.

At the Western part of Suwaiqa
compound, there is a public yard
surrounding Al Masmak fortress,

¥ (v

which was built in 1400H.

The Al Thumairi Street became
crowded and it was difficult to handle
the ever-growing number of shoppers
and daily traffic, especially when it
comes to the gold jewelry market.
Faced with this new challenge, the
authority responsible for managing
the venue, along with gold merchants,
decided to protect their shops. They
subsequently resorted to security
cameras, surveillance  systems,
alarms and external detectors at the
entrance of the market and in alleys
as well. Protecting shops while
they’re closed is a priority since they
contain millions of dollars worth of
products.

At the southern part of Al Thumairi
streets is Al Haraj souq, where several
private auctions display colorful
antiques drawing a prestigious picture
of a cherished history. ¢



L L 1 | | l
=1 [y | =3 : |
L I

Heritage A
Modernity and History Meet a
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A clock stands at the entrance and its gate welcomes visitors to the Capital Huge efforts bring back past
glory to the souq. Bordered with shops, Al Thumairi Street swirls around commercial skyscrapers and
residential high-rises in the Saudi Capital, Riyadh. Thanks to the enthusiasm of young Saudi entrepreneurs,
the street was given back its glamour through a sense of competition restored to gold jewelry shops,
antiques and traditional items.
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entrance and its gate
welcomes visitors to
the Capital

his distinguished street takes

its name from the eastern gate
of Al Thumairi, which was named
after a man called Al Thumairi from
Huraimila. As for the gate of Al
Thumairi, it only gained importance
during the later stage of the late King
Abdul-Aziz Ibn Saud’s reign, founder
of the modern Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. It became the main entrance
to the Capital and a gateway when the
outskirts of Riyadh, among others Al
Bathaa, were crowded with Bedouin
tents laid by tribesmen headed to the
Saudi Capital through this very gate
and walking around the courtyards of
King Abdul Aziz’s palace.
Walking through the Al Thumairi
street, one can’t but notice at first sight
the coexistence of the past and the
present separated only by the famous
gate. Once inside, the shops boast rare
items never found in other modern
markets. This unique feature of the
street continues to draw customers
and buyers, especially, people residing
in its surroundings. Others, however,
come to Al Thumairi in quest of good
old memories that shaped it way
before its renovation at the end of last
century by “High Commission for the
Development of Arriyadh”.
At the beginning of the street stands
a huge clock on an obelisk-shaped
pillar made of concrete. According
to Abdullah al Naim, a shop owner
at the market, Al Thumairi witnessed
many transformations compared to
what it was during 1979; it became
so jam-packed with shoppers that it’s
is difficult to spot its other end. This
is mainly due for it being, then, the
sole commercial street in Riyadh.
However, today, Al Thumairi became
only a little street among the growing
urban developments of the Capital.
As for Mohamed Al Kheirati, who
spent nearly 30 years of his life
within the corners of this market, he
insists that the old Al Thumairi was
a commercial hub of a value sadly
unknown for the present generation.
This venue displays a rich variety
of items, be it old ones or new ones.
According to Al Kheirati, young girls
used to come to the market here to
look for new arrivals among cloths,
gold jewelries, perfumes, whereas
young boys went to shops searching
for the newest fashion trends.
British orientalist, John Fleppee, used
to live in this street after he converted
to Islam and changed his first name
to Abdallah. He described the Al



The Project Comprises a Path for the Electric Train

The Development of the
Western Part of King Abduliah
Road

The High Commission for the Development of Riyadh has awarded a contract to develop the western
part of King Abdullah Road extending from the west side of Prince Turki Bin Abdelaziz to the west side
of King Khalid Freeway.

Report
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The project work comprises the
erection of three courses for the main
road in addition to several service lanes
extending in different directions to
multiply at intersections, entrances and
exits offand to the main road. The project
also encompasses the preparation of the
main road in order to accommodate the
electric train course and stations which
come as part of a future plan yet to be
implemented.

The plan comprises the construction
of the intersection of King Abdullah
and King Khalid roads at three levels
including erecting a tunnel at the
junction with King Khalid Road to
facilitate traffic movement at a distance
of 800 meters east and west as well
as north and south of the road. An
Interchange bridge is also targeted as
part of this same project.

Furthermore, the project also
comprises the implementation of a
tunnel at the entrance of King Saud
University as well as carrying out
improvements and modifications at
other intersections within the area the
project covers along King Abdulla
Road. The road is to be equipped to
operate the advanced technologies of
traffic management systems.

In addition, the project incudes the
erection of a series of service networks
related to the project such as electricity,
water, lighting, flood drainage systems,
tunnel security systems, control systems
and a guide system which includes the re-
construction of public utility networks
serving the districts surrounding the
road. Such services comprise electricity,
water, flood drainage, sewage and
communication systems that obstruct
the routes implemented under the
umbrella of the project.

The development of the western
part of King Abdulla Road comes as
part of a comprehensive plan to develop
the network of roads extending across
Riyadh. As its ultimate goal, the plan
aims at facilitating traffic movement in

each direction, and preparing the road to
serve more than 520,000 vehicles a day
in comparison to 190, 000 vehicles that
cross the road at present.

The plan also aims at transforming
the road into an urban, economic,
humanitarian environment to fit with its
role as a major center of activity while
preparing it to accommodate the course
of an electric train and its stations as
well as equipping the road to operate
advanced traffic systems.

Eight months ago, the Commission
finalized the first phase of the project
to develop the middle part of King
Abdulla Road which extends from the
western part of Turki Bin Abdul Aziz
Road east to King Abdul Aziz Road. It
also embarked on the implementation of
the second phase that covers the eastern

part of King Abdul Aziz Road to reach
the eastern part of Khalid Bin Al Waleed
Street. The second phase should come
to a close at the end of the year 1434H.
Meanwhile, the third phase, scheduled to
end at the beginning of the year 1435H,
encompasses the development of the
second eastern part which extends from
the east of Khalid Bin Al Waleed Street
to the eastern part of Sheikh Hassan Bin
Hussein Road.

The project’s fourth phase comprises
the third eastern part of King Abdulla
Road which extends throughout the
area between the eastern part of Sheikh
Hassan Bin Hussein Road all the way
to the western side of Sheikh Jaber Al
Ahmad Al Sabah Road. The contracts
of the final phase are being drafted to be
signed. ¢

SAUDI COUNCIL OF ENGINEERS.



SGE Organizes the Gonstruction
Gontracts Forum - Jeddah 2012

News

The Saudi Engineers Council (SEC)
represented by SEC’s Secretary
General Dr. Ibrahim Bin Saad Al
Jadhi and several administrators of
the Council received a delegation of
the Qatari Engineers Association.
The guests, engineers Fayruz Jamaan
AL Hamidi, Ahmad Salik al Bakri,
Abdallah Mohammad Al Baker,
Mashaal Hassan al Dahnim, took a
tour of the SEC headquarters while
listening to a detailed outline of the
Council’s tasks and objectives, and
were introduced to different sections
and their multitude of missions.

The delegation also met with SEC’s
CEO Saleh Bin Abderrahman Al Amr
and council members, and discussed
means of bilateral cooperation
between the two entities. The guests
also attended a brief about the
professional habilitation program the
Council implements for incoming
engineers since more than a year.
During the delegation’s visit of
Riyadh city they took a tour in the
city’s most prominent features such
as the Kasr Masmak Museum and
Faysaliyyah tower and many other
historic and modern locations. ¢
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Under the patronage of HRH Prince
Khalid Al-Faisal bin Abdul Aziz,
Governor of Makkah Province,
the Saudi Council of Engineers
organized the Construction Contracts
Forum 2012. The event took place
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Jeddah
between 2-6 May, 2012, under
the slogan " The Balance between
Rights and Duties".

The Forum witnessed the participation
of several Saudi construction
bodies as well as it hosted a group
of administrators representing the
International Federation of Consulting
Engineers, FIDIC, and a panel of
international experts. The participants,
collaboratively, issued several
recommendations to the benefit of the
local construction sector as well as the
different ministries and chambers of
commerce.

Throughout its various workshops
and specialized sessions, the Forum
addressed an array of issues while
exhibiting the best practices and
surveying the Arab and international
experiences to point out that the
Saudi construction sector is a major
contribution to the whole national
economy. During the different sessions
of the Forum, the application of the
new public construction contract was

discussed. Participants also explored
the necessary techniques to transform
the current working environment of
the different governmental institutions
in order to create a milieu appropriate
for keeping the balance between the
contractor, engineer and owner when
handling the new contract. The attendees
also reviewed the FIDIC contracts and
their application through surveying
various mega projects currently being
implemented and a set of miscellaneous
novel projects. Meanwhile, some case
studies of construction contracts were
also discussed. These case studies show
rare and mature expertise in drafting
such contracts.

During the Forum, participants also
reviewed the experiences the dispute
resolution councils have undergone

trying to reach viable "preventive
solutions" and the role these councils
play to ensure the progress of projects
and the continuation of work. The
participants  also  discussed the
councils endeavors to prevent the
aggravation of conflicts at a lower cost
compared to commercial arbitration or
litigation. Moreover, the professional
accreditation of the council members
was also surveyed.

The Construction Contracts Forum,
2012, reviewed the construction
sector in Saudi Arabia, its
significance and contributions to the
whole national economy as the Saudi
Ministry of Finance announced that
it authorized the number of 1999
contracts, worth SR 132 billion,
through fiscal year 2011. ¢
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Al Thumairi ... Whispers of 8
the Past and Glamour of
the Present
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Saudi Gouncil of Engineers
Participates in RESTATEX 15 in
Rivadh

News

Saudi Gouncil of Engineers takes partin the
engmeerlng majors career dav at King Saud University

The Saudi Council of Engineers (SCE)
contributed in the Third Career Day
For Engineering and Architectural
Majors held under the patronage of His
Excellency Prince Saud Bin Abdullah

Bin Thanyan Al Saud, President of
the Jubail Royal Council, and CEO
of Sabic. Prince Saud inaugurated the
event on Sunday 23 Jumada Awwal
1433 AH at King Saud University in

the presence of the Dean, and the
participation of many companies
and societies from different
engineering and architectural
specialties from all over the
Kingdom.

The Prince visited the SCE
pavilion where he was received
by the Council’s board member
Dr. Ibrahim AL Hamad and its
Secretaty General Dr. Ibrahim
Al Jadhi and some of its
employees.

His Highness and the
University Dean attended a
brief about the SCE, its start,
tasks, and achievements. ¢

Saudi Gouncil of Engineers
Participates in RESTATEX 15 in Riyadh

The Saudi Council of Engineers
(SCE) Participated inthe Riyadh Real
Estate and Urban Development
Exhibition 2012 (RESTATEX 15)
held under the patronage of His
Excellency Minister of Housing dr.
Shueish Bin Saud Al Dawihi, that
was launched in Riyadh on Sunday
April 29,2012 evening at the Riyadh
International Exhibition and Fair
Center.

The Exhibition was launched
in parallel to the first extended
meeting about the housing sector in
the Kingdom, held under the title
“Housing in KSA-Achievements
and Challenges” during which the
Ministry of Housing presented
its housing strategy’s general
outline, its future partnership
opportunities with the private
sector, as well as the housing sectors
mechanisms in the Kingdom and
the Ministry’s organization of the
sector in cooperation with related
governmental entities.

SCE held a pavilion at this year’s

exhibition detailing its launch
tasks, and achievements. The
exhibition also hosted a wide
participation of governmental
entities dealing with urban and
housing development, represented
in the pavilions of the Ministry
of Housing, and the Riyadh area
Secretariat, as well as the High
Commission for The Development
of the Riyadh area, and the Real
Estate Development Fund. Also
participating in the exhibition

were real estate development,
investment, and financing
companies and most local banks.
The exhibition continued in its 15th
session highlighting the actual size
of real estate projects and services
in the Kingdom in general and
Riyadh in particular. It also outlined
housing and real estate financing
offers and payment facilities, with
the cooperation of companies in the
real estate, financial, development,
and services sectors. 4
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